This is one of a series of articles by the authors dealing with delinquent behavior among noninstitutionalized adolescents-EIToR.
The frequency and nature of delinquent behavior committed by adolescents never arrested or committed to institutions has been regarded by criminologists as an important but unknown dimension of delinquent behavior. The informed layman also is aware that only a portion of delinquent behavior is followed by arrest and conviction; further, that conviction and committal to a "training school" is much more likely to follow delinquent behavior if the adolescent is from the "wrong side of the tracks." The picture of delinquent behavior obtained from official records only, and particularly the punitive action of the courts, is known to be incomplete and seriously biased.
That concern with unrecorded delinquency is high is indicated by the great interest shown in the pioneer studies of Robison Deviant Behavior, Soc. Problems, Winter, 1957 -1958 The methodology of the investigations which form the basis for this paper have been described elsewhere and will not be repeated here. 9 The present paper deals with (1) types and frequency of delinquent behavior as indicated by 23 specific delinquent acts ranging from driving without a license to grand larceny and drug use, and by the use of delinquency scales derived from these items; (2) comparison of delinquent behavior in western and mid-western high school students; and (3) comparison of unrecorded delinquency with official records of delinquency.
The data were gathered by anonymous questionnaire in the classroom under the supervision of the writers. A 75 percent sample was taken from the three western high schools (cities of 10,000 to 30,000 population) and a 100 percent sample in three smaller mid-western communities. Approximately 99 percent of the questionnaires were usable." In addition to being considered generally suitable for present research purposes, these particular communities possessed the positive advantage that active and informed lay people were ready to sponsor the project and interpret it to the community. The measures of delinquent behavior used in this paper are based upon a list of behavior items commonly referred to in the laws relating to delinquent and criminal behavior. Delinquency has been defined in descriptive terms rather than in terms of legalistic categories. For example, we refer to stealing things of a certain value, rather than to descriptions of property offenses, e.g., robbery, burglary, larceny, etc.
HIGH SCHOOL POPULATIONS
Because they seem likely to be more representative of the general population than are college or training school populations, we have concentrated our research on high school populations. Table I presents the percentage of boys in our two high school samples, western and mid-western, and in the western training school group, who report committing each of 21 delinquency items, and the percentage who admit committing these offenses more than once or twice. Table II presents these data for the high school and training school girls.
From these tables it is apparent that the types of delinquent behavior studied are extensive and variable in the populations studies. We have compared students in the western and mid-western samples in order to secure an estimate of the stability of responses in two non-institutionalized populations. Populations in these two regional samples differ in such respects as city size and population mobility. The mid-western sample is comprised of three small communities: a suburb of a large city, a rural town, and a consolidated rural school district. The western sample comprises three small contiguous cities. The population of the midwestern communities has been fairly stable since 1940, in contrast to the rapid population growth experienced by the western cities. These samples are alike in important respects, however. Ethnic composition is similar, both populations being ovenvhelmingly native caucasian, and age and sex are controlled. Perhaps of greater importance, both populations are non-institutionalized. Few statistically significant differences between our two non-institutionalized groups are found in Tables I and II. n This may be taken as an indica- Nine of 21 possible comparisons of the percentage of western and mid-western boys who admit committing these offenses are significant at least at the .05 level. Eight of these 9 offenses are committed by a higher percentage of mid-western boys. When percentage of boys admitting commission of these offenses more than once or twice is compared, only 6 significant differences (at .05 level) are found, 5 of these being higher for the mid-western boys. When mid-western and western girls are compared as to commission of these offenses, 5 significant differences are found, all being committed by a higher percentage of mid-western girls. Only 1 significant difference between these groups of non-institutionalized girls is found when percentages admitting commission of the 21 offenses more than once or twice is compared.
[Vol. 49 groups of boys in 90.7 percent of the scale responses.j We note that such differences as are found in Tables I and II indicate that delinquent behavior is somewhat more widespread in the smaller, older, more structured mid-western sample than in the larger, newer, growing western communities.
The most common offenses reported "more than once or twice" by high school boys and girls in Tables I and II are traffic offenses, truancy, and drinking. Boys also report considerable fighting, stealing (of small things), heterosexual relations, and game violations.
Comparisons of western institutionalized and non-institutionalized boys and girls on the delinquency items in Tables I and II indicates that significantly higher proportions of the "official" delinquents commit virtually all of the offenses, and commit them more often, than do the high school students." Exceptions to this pattern are found only in the case of homosexual relations among the boys, driving a car without a license among girls, and game violations among both boys and girls. In spite of the statistical significance of these comparisons, however, it is apparent that there is a good deal of "overlapping" detween institutionalized and non-institutionalized boys and girls in the frequency of commission of our delinquency items.
In order to specify more precisely the amount of such overlapping, indexes of delinquent behavior in the form of Guttman-type scales have been constructed. Scales for 16 and 17 year old boys, consisting of seven and eleven delinquency items, have been described elsewhere.j 4 These scales proved to be nearly equal in their ability to differentiate be-12 These data are described and graphically presented in F. IvAN NYE AND JAmEs F. SHORT, JR., Scaling Delinquent Behavior, AmER. SOcI6L. REv., op. cit. 13 This conclusion is based upon statistical comparison of figures presented in Tables 1 and 2 , for our institutionalized and non-institutionalized western state boys and girls.
14 F. IvAN NYE ANr JAwEs F. SHORT, JR., Op. Cit. The seven-item scale included the following delinquency items: driving a car without a license or permit, taking little things (worth less than $2) that did not belong to you, buying or drinking beer, wine, or liquor (include drinking at home), skipping school without a legitimate excuse, purposely damaging or destroying public or private property, sex relations with a person of the opposite sex, and defying parents' authority to their faces. Offenses added for the eleven-item scale were: taking things of medium value, taking things of large value, running away from home, and narcotics violations. These data were rescored following the Israel "Gamma" technique in order to remove "idiosyncratic" elements, prior to scaling. For the procedure, and an exposition of its rationale, see M. W. RrsEY, tween institutionalized and non-institutionalized boys. On the seven-item scale, a cutting point is found which maximizes the difference in delinquency involvement between the two groups of boys at 71 percent (See Table III ). At this cutting point, 86 percent of the non-institutionalized boys had been accounted for, as compared with only 14 percent of the training school boys. This difference on the eleven-item scale was maximized at 67 percent. 5 The amount of overlapping between institutionalized and non-institutionalized boys is here specified more closely than has been done in previous research. We have cited only the maxi- mum differences between the two groups. Thus, if we were to study "delinquent" and "non-delinquent" boys by comparing our institutionalized and non-institutionalized groups, on the basis of the seven-item scale we would in fact be studying a group of delinquent boys, 14 percent of whom are less delinquent than are 14 percent of the "nondelinquent" boys. Comparisons can, of course, be obtained at any point along the scale.
A nine-item scale for the sixteen and seventeen year old western high school and training school girls differentiates somewhat more clearly between the two groups.1 6 On this scale a maximum difference of 80 percent is found at scale type 09 (See Table IV ). At this point on the scale 90.4 percent of the high school girls and only 10.4 percent of the training school girls are accounted for. That is, only about 10 percent of the high school girls are more delinquent than is indicated by scale type 08, while nearly 90 percent of the training school girls fall into this more delinquent category. 16 The girls' scale consisted of the offenses included in the eleven item boys' scale, with the exception of taking things of large value and narcotics violations.
SEX DIFFERENCES
Comparison of boys and girls within the high school sample indicates a higher proportion of boys committing nearly all offenses. With few exceptions such differences are statistically significant (at .01 level). This finding is similar to that revealed by official data, though the 5 to 1 ratio of boys to girls reported by the Children's Bureau' 7 is not found in many cases, suggesting a bias in under-reporting female delinquency on the part of official data. Offenses for which significant differences between the sexes are not found are generally those offenses for which girls are most often apprehended, e.g. running away from home, defying parents' authority (incorrigibility), and drinking. The fact that significantly higher proportions of boys in both samples report engaging in heterosexual relations and the fact that girls are most often referred to court for such activities presumably reflects society's greater concern for the unsupervised activities of girls.
Fewer statistically significant differences are found between training school boys and girls than was the case in our samples of high school students. Significantly greater percentages of the boys report committing 11 of the 24 offenses studied, and 13 of these offenses "more than once or twice." For nine of these offenses the recorded differences are not significant. Four of the offenses are reported by larger percentages of training school girls. These include running away from home, defying parents' authority, narcotics violations, and homosexual relations. A higher percentage of girls also report heterosexual relations, though this difference is not statistically significant. With the exception of narcotics violations, these are offenses for which girls are most often apprehended. The offenses reported by the highest percentage of training school boys, with the exception of fighting, which is a part of "growing up," are also those for which boys are most often apprehended, viz., stealing and traffic offenses.
ARREST RATES
Arrest rates for the high school and training school samples described above are not available. Data from the first phase of our research program, comparing college and training school students, [Vol. 49 indicates that non-institutionalized (college) st dents experience arrest in a far smaller proportii of offenses which they report committing than training school students2 This is especially true girls, for college girls report arrests only for traf offenses. These arrest data bear a close relationsh to officially available data. For both training schc boys and girls arrest rates are highest for offens against the person exclusive of sex offenses. Arre rates for property offenses are more than twice high among boys as among girls in the train school populations, while the reverse is true of s, offenses among these groups. Arrests among cc lege men are reported in only a small percentage property offenses (.3 percent as compared to 13 percent for training school boys), behavior proble offenses (2.3 percent compared to 15.1 percent f training school boys), and "casual" offenses (I percent compared to 5.2 percent).
Socio-EcoNomc DIsTR BUToN
Finally, the socio-economic characteristics ass ciated with delinquent behavior among our hif school and training school populations have be( studied 9 For this purpose analysis of delinquei behavior by individual behavior items and by sca type was made, holding constant sex categori and two age groups in the western and midwestei states. Similar analysis was made for adolescen 16 and older in the "training schools" of tt western state. Few significant differences we, found between socio-economic strata. Such diffe ences as were found indicated greater delinquei involvement within the highest socio-econom category as often as in the lowest.
CONCLUsIONs
While recognizing the limitations of our defin tion of delinquent behavior, in terms of the beh vior categories studied, and the limitations of tl samples employed, it appears that the followir tentative conclusions regarding the extent juvenile delinquency in the non-institutionalize population are warranted: virtually all delinquencies, and admit committing them more frequently, than do high school boys and girls; (5) when training school students are com-.1-pared with high school students on a composite )-scale of delinquency activities there is considerhe able overlapping between groups of both boys Lg and girls, but training school students as a group of rank significantly higher, in terms of seriousness :d of involvement in delinquent behavior, than do high school students; of (6) differences on the delinquency scales, and ed in the commission of individual delinquencies, 4, are greater between high school and training school girls than between high school and training school boys; (7) variation in the proportion of reported delinquencies which reslut in arrest are similar to variations in the "cleared by arrest" figures collected by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 4. Delinquent conduct reported by non-institutionalized students differs from official data in the following ways:
(1) arrests-comparison of college and training school students indicates that training school students are arrested in higher proportions of all classes of delinquencies which they admit committing than college students;
(2) socio-economic status-delinquency within the non-institutionalized populations studied is distributed more evenly throughout the socio-economic structure of society than are official cases, which are found disproportionately in the lower socio-economic strata. Further research of this nature may be expected to provide additional clues as to the extent and nature of delinquent behavior in various segments of the population. By such means the structural correlates of delinquency, together with other important etiological considerations, may be better understood. Reported delinquent behavior as a method warrants and requires further investigation. 20 The present status of research by reported behavior is regarded as still in a pioneer stage. It provides an alternative to the use of institutionalized populations and court records, with new opportunities for research in delinquent behavior and comprehension of it.
